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yond dispute, Sypher was doad.

“Poor divvie!™ muttered the Iriahe
man. . . . "The Pool of Flame!
-

CHAPTER XXXII,

For several minutes O'Rourke ro-
mained beside the body, making two
potable discoveries. For he was quick
to note the fact that one of the dead
man’s hands was tightly clenched,
while the other Iay half-open and
limp. The former was closed upon &
jeather thong so stout as to realst any
attempt to break it by maln strength,
wo firmly held that the murderer had
found It necessary to sever It with
A kuife, The knife Itsell was thers,
for prool of this; the sheen of light
upon its mother-of-pear] handle caught
the Irishman's eye.

Pleking It up, he subjected It to &

closs examination that, however,
gleaned no Information. It was sim-
ply a small pocket penknife Hitle

waorn, with blades of German steel It

carried no identifying marks and told
him but one thing—that the assassin
hud been o European; a native wonld

pever have bothered with so ipeffec
tunl n thing when a sturdy weapon.
sorviceable allke for offense and dp-
fense, would have served lts purpose
oqually well,
From this he tumed to the daggor
which be had taken from the body!
stiletto with a plain ebony handle,
marked, unscratehed, apparently
wh f(rom the deiler’s showense. [t
ant nothing, save that It indieated
1 more strougly that the murderer
& most protably not s natlve. A
‘eek or an laltan, a Genoese sallor
of & native of Southern France—say
a seafaring man out of Marseilles—
might have carried It
“Oho!™ suld ORourke, speculative,
“A Freachman, mayhap!"™
He got up, sotisfled that he would

gearch of the solicitor's body The
mental link between the fact of the
erime and Its perpetirator wis inevita-
ble; O'Rourke belleved implicitly that
Sypher had been murdered by De#
Trebes masquerading as “De Hyereo”
And be could have done himself an
Injury in the Impotent fury aroused by
realization that he had permitted him-
solf to be so childishly hoodwinked.
desplte the suspleions be had enter
talned of the soldisant “De Hyerea”
He felt hlomeld responsible, since he
had neglecied to warn Sypher. It had
been on his tongue's tip that after
noon, when Sypher hlmngel! had divert-
ed the warning by bis request that the
O'Rourke could more comfortably spin
his yarn after they nad dined

“Poor divyle!™ sald the adventurer
ngain, He stooped to spread his
bhandkerchief over the staring, pitiful
face. “And poor, poor young woman'!"

He was startled by the thought of
her; for the first time It entered into
his comprehonsion, untll then bounded
by the hard and fast faet of the mur
der. Now lustanily hls concern about
the erime waa resoived into solicitude
for the girl Whst could have hap
pened to her? WWhat had become of
the servants, whose sudden deserilon
had left the house so sinlsterly quiet?

Swept on by a fervor of anxiety on
the girl's behalf, O'Rourke glanced
quickly about the study to assure him-
_wall that he had over'ooksd nothing of
fmportance, then pasted out Into the
maln ha!l or reception-room. Here the
moot searching inspection revealed
nothing amisa. He moved on to the
other room on the main floor and
found himself {a the dinlugroom; here
again all was in pe-fect ordar.

The kitchen offices In the rear of
the Bouse next recelvod his attentlon;
he found them completely untenanted,
having apparenily been nbandoned In
dusperate lLaste
disarder; the moeal be bad beoon In
viled to partake of won cooking to ecin.
dera In pots and ovens; a heavy of-

fense of burting food thickened the ! L

atmosphere. Halfetlllnd, he left the
pilace as quickly as possible, returned
to the maln bhall and ascended to the
upper story

‘ Here be found thres bed-chambors
and a bath,
then the room evideutly occupled by
Miss Pyosent. fina'ly what was un-
questionably a guestchamber, dis ov-
ering nothleg noteworthy onill he
reached the Iatter. And here he re
celved & shock. Thrown carelesuly

Across the feot of the bed was A wom- |

an's evening wrap, while on the burean
were glovea, long, white and fresh. but
wrinkled from recent wear, and a silk-
en vell. Plaluly thess were the prop

erty of the fourth guest, whosa place
had been set at the (able below, but
of whose identliy he had not been ap

. Presumably, he reflocted, ahe
(whoever she was) bud been lulended
as the fulflllment of SBypher's hinted
rurprise.

A guess formed vaguely in his brain, |

Evervthing vas [nl

He frst entared Sypbors, |

i
;
:

o . C

like her to plan it with him-—and ‘tis
bofore I, . Ryl .. "}

Hastily be returned to the evening
wrap, & fascinating contrivance of lace
and satln unquestionnbly the Iast ory |
of the Parisian mode, such a wrap as '
his wife might well have worn. But
beyond Paquin‘s label stitched inside
its dainty pocket It boasted no die-
tinguishing mark.

He stumbled burriedly from the
room and down the stalrs, returning
to the study where Sypher’s body
Iay: tortured by mounting fears, be
stood and looked bhlankly about him,
at a loss where pext to turn, if almost
preternaturally alive to every sound
or sight that might afford him a clue.
. He fought against a susplcion
that crawled ke a viper In his brain,
Had he, after all, been ‘decelved In
Sypher's nlece, Miss Pynsent? Had
that Innocent charm of hers heen B
thing assumed, & cloak for eriminal du-
plicity? Had she in reality been Des
Trebes' mecompliee® Hnud those cloar
and lopid eves of youth, all through
that voyage been looking forward to
such o scene, 1o such a tragio ending
ns this? Could she have afforded the
Frenchman the ald he needed to com-
wummate hin chosen crime?

For he was now ready to belleve Des |
Trebos the prime mover in this terrl-
ble afftalr; be no longer entertained

+ n whred of doubt that his enemy hldl

truveled with him from Caleutta un-
der the digguise of "De Hyeres.” And
he belleved the man had planned this
thing far abead: else would he have
surely taken some overt step to pre-
vent O'Rourke from delivering the
ruby to Sypher. He divined acutely |
that, despalring of any further at-

Trobes had turned his wits to the task
of stealing it from Sypher; somebody |
naturally much less to be feared than
the adventurer.

Iyt on the other hand, If the girl
had not been Des Trebes' ssslptant—
what had become of ber? And what
of her guesi—the Indy one of whose
initinls wox BT

It wag not Inconsistent with Des
Trebes' whole-bearted villainy that he
shonld employ a gang of thugs suffl-
clently large to overpower and make |
away with bodily and in a body Miss
Pyngent, her guest and the servantis.
¥ g “Great God!" cried O'Ronrbe.l
“If it be In troth my wife—!"

Without presage a thin but impers |
tive tintinpabulation broke upon the'
silence of the house of death. O'Rourke
jumped as If shot. Somewhere In one
of the other rooma n telephone bell
wis ringlag. It ceased, leaving a
strident stillness; bur before he could
move 1o find the jnstrument and an-
swer the call, there rose a second time
that meaning sob which first he had
attributed to an lmpossible sourece,
then, In the turmoll of his thoughts,
bad forgotien, |

He walted, lstening intently. The
telophone called agaln aod agnin sub|
sided. Then u third time he heard the
groan, more faint than before, but suf
felently loud to suggest Iis source.
He moved warlly toward the windows
and out upon the veranda—hounded
by the telephone. But that would
have to wuit; bhere was & more ur
gent mitter to bis hand, Between the
long, Inslstent rings the moaning was
again audible;
cated It acurately. It came from the
lawn, near the edge of the verands
He stepped off carefully, but almost
stumbled over the body of a man who
lay there, hoddled and mouning,

“And another!"” whispered the ad:
venturer, awed. “Falth, this Pool of

! Flame . . .t°

He was at once completely horrified
and utterly dumbfounded. Notbing be
had come upon within the bungalow
seemed to indicate that there bud bes=n
anything In the nature of a struggle
prior to the nesasaination of Sypher
He had up o this moment consldersd
it nothing but a cold-blooded and cow:
ardly murder; the man had apparent
Iy been struck down from bebind In to
tal ignorance of his dangar. O'Rourke
bad deduced that Bypher had risen

| from the desk to put the jowel in hls
| safe; and that while he was so en
| gaged the sssassln, till theu skulking

and this time he lo|

-

Dragged Him Ints the Library,

outglde the long win aws and waliing
| far & woment when L3 viciim's back
should be tumed, bad entered and
struck. . . Bat kv ecould he recon-
clle that bypothasis + 1k this man whe
. lay weltering and 2' ke point of death
ot the veranda edre?

-

of the

floor, beneath of lamp-
Heht, 4l O'Mourke have an oppor
tunity to obserye his features. Bul
now ax he dropped to hin knees bealde

the body, his wondering ory testified
to immediate recognition.

The lntest name to be lnscribed on
the long and blood-stained death.roll
of the Pool of Flame was that of Paul
Maprice. Vicomts des Trebes; or, If
there were life emough left In the
man to enable him to Insist upon bis
nom de guerre (the wanderer reflactod |
primly) Raoul de Hyeres. I

“What pext? wandered O'Rourks.
“What can the meaning of It all be
now ™

A Man Stood In One of the Windows.

With each development the mystery
tempt to win the jewel from him, Des | wyy assuming more fantastic propor- | O'Rourke composedly.

tions, becoming still more Impene
trable and unsolvable. Hut he had no
leisure in which to pender it now, ll[
Des Trebes were to be restored. And |
O'Hourke worked over the man as
tenderly as though they had been il
long Iriends, with skiliful fingers os-
tUmating th- nature and extenl of his
wounds, with sound Kknowledge of
rough and ready surgery doing all
that could be done to bring him back
lo consclousness.

At last Des Trebes sighed feebly; &
spot. of color, febrile, fickle, evines
cent, dyed his cheeks; his breath rat
tled harshly In his gullet; Lis eyelids
twitched and opened wide. He glared
blankly at the face above.

“Des Trebes!"” cried O'Rourke. “Des
Trobes!™

His volee quickened the intelligence
of that moribund bralnp. A flash of
recognition lighted the siaring wyes.
The lips woved without sound.

“Des Trebes!"

“Alb, Yes . . .
man +-

The whispor was barely articulate.

O'Rourke put to his lips & cup of |
brandy diluted with a Httle s water,
“Drink.” be plended, “and try o tell
me what's happened to ye, Who gave

the Iriah-

Yo these wounds? Try Lo speak”
“But . . . mo ., . | shall
not tell"
"But—good God, man! ye've been
murdered!”

The white lips moved again; the
adventurer bent his ear low w them,

"We . . . have both . loat
. - but you ., , . your wife ,
"My wife!"™

in a fronzy O'Rourke resumed his
efflorts Lo strengihen the dylug mad
with spirits and water, but Des Tre
bes, with n final effort, obatinately
shut his teeth, moving his head Im-
percepiibly from side 1o side In token
of his stubborn refusal.

8o he died, lmplacable. In death
the chisslled features remalned sel
In & smlle sardonic and triumphant,
'Dyln;. he gave no comfort to his

For a liitle time longer O'Rourke
kpelt at Des Trebes' wside, waiching
and woudering. Eventually he aighed
beavily, shook ki head, shrugged bis
shoulders and rose. And, riaing, he
percelved for the first time that hs
was uo longer alome with the dead in
that piace.

Knesling In silence by the vicomie's -

slde be had til] then been hidden from
the lnner doorway to the room by the
drupery of ihe center table, And evi
dently It was this clreumsiance which
had emboldened a mau to slip In from
the waln ball and approach Byphers
deésk ul che back of she room.

As O'Rourhe appearsd he was con
sclous fArat of something moving iv)
the room-—a wovement csmumd:|
from the corner of hin eyes. Then he
Beard a stifled ery of fright. ke had
slrondy ble revoiver In his hand, so o
Stant had Lewn the obsdience of his

/@l! braln ond body o (he mdmonition ul

lnstinct

lHe swung about with the -nm[
polsnd, crying: “Btop!™ The ulhﬂ!
Gag WA apparently tyieg o escaps

| by the door 1o Lho hall, bul was muel

Lo0 far from § 9 escape the threat

| stied Lullst, A jot of fire spurted from

bis haud. O'Rourke hesrd & grasd
sad claver of brokon window gines be
Bind him.  Without delay or eouscious

stala sprend on the bosom of his
conrse white blouse.

Whaolly eonfounded, O'Rourke ahook
An amated head. A third element had
been addod to the myatery with me
effect other than to recdir |t more
opaque and dense Lhan Lelore.

The f(elephone, Itn raucous volee
now long sinee stilled, came Into his
mind, and he was minded to leave tie
room and find it, to summon ald.

Before he could move, however, B
footfall on the veranda startled him,
aAnd his ears were ringing with a com:
mand couched In terss, curt Engliah;

“Handg up!"” :

CHAPTER XXXIII.

A man stood In one of the windows,
his figure consplcuous against the

T- ! night in cool white linen of a semk

military cut. his extended right hand
tralning a revolver on the Irlshman’s

hoad. | phrasen A ous expression, com-
“Faith!” cried O'Rourke with genu- Pounded of wull

ino rellef, “you're more welcome than
a wnowfall In Hades, Good eveningto
ye, and miany of them."

“"Hanas up!"

“With all the pleasure In the world.*
O'Rourke elevated hin hande, “I've
two revolvers on me person,” he vols|
unteered amiably; “before ye go any
furiher ye'll be wanting to take ‘om |
away from me, I'm not doubting.”

“From what | see, I quite belleve 1
shall” agreed the Engliuhmnan, with
out relaxing his unprejudiced attitude,
“At all events, keep your hands whera
they are, for the time belng. . .
What the dence does this mean?"

Tell mo yourself and 1'll make ye
n handsome preaent,” returned the |
“T've been nd-
dling me wits over It for the last
thirty minutes, but neither rhyme nor
renson can 1 read foto it But, wee
now: would ye miud relleving me of
the arsensl I've been telllng ye aboul,
that T may rest me arms without lear
of boing punctured?™

The other lnughed shortly and en-
tered the reoom—a cleanlimbed,
sturdy, well sot-up boy of four or five-
and-twenty, or thereabouts. He pos
sessod, aslde from an emphatic and
capable manner. good looks enhanoed
by 8 wide good-humored mouth,

“You might help me oot a bit, you ;

know,"” smid the boy briskly. “You've
been #0 free with your Inlormation |
that I don't doulbt you will place me |
still further under obligation to you |
by turning your back and depositing |
your weapons on that table. Of courre, |
I needn’t bore you by remarks upon
the folly of false moves.”

""Twould be quite superfiuous,” re-
piled O'Rourke, obeying with a Iair
and eagy grace. “There now., What
else may be your pleasure?

“Move back three paces and stand |
sl

“Right-O, me lord.”

0'Rourke executed the prescribed
evolution and, at rest, heard footsteps
bebind bim: a thought Inter he teit
the Eoglishman's handa rapidly golng

through his pockets, Then, with a

“wery good.” the latter stepped be- | the meanders of & spur and W. H.

tween the table and O'Rourke and |
fuced him. \

“You've apparently told the truth @& red owk n 71 w 20 poles %0 a

thus far” he sald. “Now whnt'd!ou'

know about this?™ He waved a hand
round (he reom. "Be careful what
you say, | may as well inform you
I'm  Couch, Heutenant sub-chlef of !
polies for this district*

“Bnint Patrick would be no !
welcome,” declared O'Rourke, "] was |
on the point of trying to get yo by |
telephone when ye saved me the trou-
ble. How the divvie did ye happen
to drop in s0 opportunely?™”

“1 was coming up-stream in the po-
liee launeh, on the night tour of In-
spection, und stopped mt the landing |
Just below this—the grounds here run
down to the river, you know—to talo-
phone back to hendquarters on busi-
ness. The exchange operator suggest: |
#d 1 look In bere nnd see if everything |
wus all vight—ssid he'd hern vuasble |
to get any rerponse since nigbifall . |

Now
Carelully and conclsgly O'Rourke
wove the evemts of the day Into a
straight narrative, strrting with the |
delivery to Bypher of the Pool
Flame, touching briefly upen Des Tre-
bar’ part—so0 far as he underitood it
—and concludiog with the detth of
the coo'le. The subchlef of police
ered him throughout with grave!y
ecorconirmted Interest, nodding h':
undertandiog. |

“l een,” he sald slowly. “You make
It elear encogh, Moteover, you've
convineed me, [ d'dn't really belleve
from the fAirst you'd had avr bund in
this ghestly moes, but | couldu’t take
chances, of course  You're at Nberty
to take up these pistols as socn sg yon
please: In fect, | advige you to do
#0 immadintely. From what's taken
place already. you tosy bave neod of |
‘em vwithin th: next ten secongdy. .
Now for this coolle. If bhe'n shio (o
:nuh, ' get somae Information aut of

"

":Tllbomlmloll.l'mlnr-

“We'll aoon fud put” The English.
map beni over Lhe mag, who was pbw
vary quist, but, by the constani flok
er pf his gunoing eyes, still counciols,

hasty ssawmination told the lnvestl

| bring him to reason.

| gun to chatter and spoke at lengih.

| ha jumped up, strong excitement burn-

’tua redl oak n A9 w 16 poles to a

]llmnw with the top of said dividing

'n 8330 ¢ 10 215 polen to & chest-

ol B

iis

untll he gets . Can

oarale apd Couch put It to

lps, permitting him to drink as much
aa be llked. Put as soon as the bottle
was removed the fellow shut his
outh ke a trap and refused a word

§‘
[
i

3,
fii
i
il

:
!
|

member. But [ think 1

i
f i

| knife, plense.”
Wondering, O{Rourke tendered
| the weapon that had brought death to
Sypher. The lleutenant wiped It eal
lously on n corner of the coolis’s
blouss and held the Xeen shining
binde before his eyes, accompanying
the actlon with a few emphatic

fury and abject pan-
fe fright, showed In the Chinaman's
oyes, and his lips were as If by magio
ungoaled, However reluctant, he be-

delivering himself of & long stale
ment which Coueh punctured now and
again with pertinent, leading ques-
tions.

At length, throwing aside the knife,

Ing In bis eyes. “I've got enough from
him,” he mald rapidly, “I'll explain
later. You'll help—of course; your
wife's involved as well an Miss Pyn-

Other chapters of this highly in-
teresting story will appear next Is-
sne. Wateh for them
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SHERIFF'S SALE

Meyers, lowman Hat Co

vs,
William Parker ete,
nlso
Smith, Riley and Company
Vs

William Parker ete.

I, & H lones, sheriff of Knox
County, will on Monday April Bth,
1912 bet ween the hours of 10 a. m.
and 2 p. . at the tront door of
the conrthouse in BarBourville, Kv.,
sell ar public outery, to the highest
and hest bidder on & credit of six
months with gnod security, a cer
tain tract ol land lving on the road
tork of Stinking Creek in Knox
Couuty, Ky.. and hounded and de-
scribed as ollows; beginning at an
ash standing on the east side of the
courty rond leading up the road
fork ol Stinking Creek being & cor-
ner of land owned by W H Brough-
ton and lohn Jackson; thence with

Broughtan's line n 50 w 26 poles to

stake on said spur » T5e 38 poles
stuke on saod spur n T4 w 24 poles
to three smanll chestouts W H.
Hroughtons coroer on top of the
ridge between road tork and Ander-
son tork of Stinking creek pointed
by a block stunding s 30 w 40 links;

ridge s 47 80 w 20 poles to § hick-
ories % 83T w B poles to a stake s 27
w 12 poles to n chestnut pak and
locust on a high knob and rocky
place; thence down a spur on  the
wiain ridge » 85 ¢ 12 poles 10 a
stake & 21 ¢ 9 poles to a black oak
#4i e 12 610 poles to ablack gum

nut nak and rock on agreed comer
made between parties hereto; thence
with an  agreed line between the
parties 49% ¢ 16 poles to a stake in
u drain; thence "with said drain
433012 poles » 32 ¢ 12 pole, to
a stuke in said drain; & 37 ¢ 8 poles
to o stake in suid draing » 50% ¢ 12
poles vo u small ash on the west
bank of the creek; thence with said
ereek with its meanders to a stake;
thenee n 50 w 2 poles 1o the begin
ning, Hook 22 page 152, levied up-
on as Lhe property of Milton [ackson
Mureh, 1012,

Said leyy nnd gale are under and
by wirtpre o ggpention Np 3587
and 4580 which issued lrom  the
office ot the Knos Circait Cogrt on
Jun. g8, ansd Margh ith, 1912.

The amonnt of money 10 be raise
el is 22441 wirth legal intevest
teoan thie 2800 duy of Oetobier, 1911,
andd suim of $43 00 (o gost.

8 H Jones, % K, C

- T A ™

g
wal Bank af Jao. A, Blact,

ve
J. B. Golden and Wm. Golden, ete
18 H. Jooes, sheriff ol Knox coun-
ty will on Monday the 8th day of
April 1912, it being the first day of
Kaox Cireuit Court; hetween the
bowrs of 108 m and 2 p m at the
trvmt door of the conrthouse in Bare.
tourville, Kv., sell at public ouatery
||o the highest and best bidder on a

 eredit of six monthe, with good see-
urity, the following devcribed tracti

of land or so much therof to pay the
delit and cost. FIRST TRACT be
ginning on & chestnut nnuﬂx‘:::
the rond leading from the ‘
Hall house 1o Barbourville; thence
n e down the hill to the mouth of &
small ravine below the coal bank;
thenee withenid stream oS P Kel-
ley's line; thence with Kellex's line
e to [ohn Stampers corner an| with
Stampers line toan indian  wound
on top of the hill; thence n w with
the meanders of the ridge to the
Peter Wilson liny; thenee s with said
Wilson's line to W, B. Anderson’s
corner; thence # 42w 50 poles to
a stake on W, B Anderson's line;
thence s 48 ¢ 138 poles to a
chestnut tree; thence in the same
dircetion to a brunch; thence with
said branch to n popular tree on a
line between C. Harrison and |, M,
Dishman; thence to  the begivning.
This deed will be found recorded in
Deed Book M at page 52,

SECOND IRAUT beginning at a
stake, & corner of the W, B. Ander-
son trgct on a line between what
was onee the land of C. Harrison
and |ames Dishman; thence s 42 w
50 poles to a stake and corner on
waid line sold by M Eve and others
to W, B, Anderson; thence s 48 ¢ 136
poles to achestnut tree another cor-
ner of W L, Anderson; thence in the
same direction to the first branch;
thence with said branch to a popp-
lur tree on the line between C, Hap
vison and Jas M. Dishman: thenge
with anid line to the beginning. con.
rminvog 50 acres more or less, Thiy
Innd was deeded to Wm. Golden by
W R Hall & Co,, ani is tound re-
cor led in Deed Book No. 7 at page
297.

Said levy and sale are under, and
by virtue of execution No. 3560
which issued from the Knox Circuit
Court on the Gth day of March,
1912 Amount ol moner to be rais
ed in $100,00 with interest from the
12 th day of Jan, 1911, and the
sum of $25.00 cost, Levied on as
the property of Wm. Golden, this
March 19th 1912,

S. H. JONES, S. K, O,

KNOX CIRCUIT COURT

Perry Cole pitf,
ve.
Gordon and Julia Parker, defty,

Under a judgement rendered inthe
Knox Circuit Court at its January
term 1912 in the above styled case
the undersigned Master Commission-
er will on Maonday April $th 1912, it
heing first day of Circuit Court day
for Knox County, between the hours
of 10 o'clock a. w. and 3 o’clock p,
m. at the froat door of the court-
house in Barborville, Ky, sell on a
credit of mx months the following
described lund or so much thereol to
raise the sum of $687.63 and cost
$55 00 the land will be sold to the
highest bidder-mod  the purchaser
will he requirel 4o give bond with
approved hearing interest
irom date ol sale and having the
force and effect of & jud t with
4 lien relained upon waid property
until paid in full said tract of land
is situated lving and being on $tony
Pork of Little Poplar Creek in Knos
County and bounded as follows:

runniog thence ¢ 80 n & poles to g
stuke; thence n 40 ¢ 50 ta o
uahqtlﬂﬂukoﬂ;&n 8
w 34 poles ta & stake; i e 70
8 38 poles to 4 stake; theooe o § w
78 poles to a stake; thence n (5 ¢
gt:ohto- stake; thence north

lh"udunh, Mary Parker

line to Thos,

e —— .“mb*

Charselgr the Great Requisite.

CUharnater, as an
i M, il o has B




